Palmetto Fellows Scholarship

What is the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship?

The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship is a merit-based program established in 1988 and is administered by the South
Carolina Commission on Higher Education. The annual award amount for the freshman yearis up to $6,700. The
award amount for the sophomore, junior and senior years is up to $7,500 per year. Half of the Scholarship is awarded
in the fall term and half in the spring. The Scholarship must be applied directly toward the cost of attendance,
less any other gift aid received. Assuming continued eligibility, Palmetto Fellows may receive scholarship funding
for a maximum of two consecutive terms towards a one-year certificate or diploma program, or four terms (based on
the date of initial college enroliment) toward the first associate degree or two-year diploma program, or eight terms
(based on the date of initial college enrollment) toward the first bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is
structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree or for no more than a total of ten
terms (based on the date of initial college enroliment) toward the first approved five-year bachelor’s degree at an
eligible two-year or four-year institution in South Carolina.

Purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship:

o RECOGNIZE the most academically talented high school seniors inS.C.;
o ENCOURAGE academically talented students to attend college in the State; and
o RETAIN talented minority students who might otherwise pursue studies outside the State.

Initial Eligibility Requirements:

General Requirements:

e Inorderto be eligible to apply for a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, a high school senior must also meet all
of the following general eligibility requirements:

1) Beenrolled in an approved SC public or private high school, an eligible SC home school program of
study or a preparatory high school located outside the State while a dependent of alegal resident of
South Carolina;

2) Be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident (green card holder) at the time of high schoolgraduation
and be a legal resident of South Carolina as defined in applicable State statutes governing the
determination of residency for tuition and fee purposes at the time of high school graduation;

3) Be seriously considering attending, have applied, or have been accepted for admission to an eligible
institution in South Carolina;

4) Certify that he/she has never been convicted of any felonies and has not been convicted of any
second or subsequent alcohol or other drug-related misdemeanor offenses withinthe past academic
year by submitting a signed affidavit to the college financial aid office; and

5) Cannot be arecipient of the LIFE Scholarship, SC HOPE Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance in
the same academic year.

Academic Requirements:

o For Early Awards, the school counselor/representative must submit the application and required
documentation to the Commission on Higher Education (CHE) for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
by April 15" of the student’s senior year. If the deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday the
deadline is the preceding Friday (students cannot use the Early Awards criteria to be eligible for the
Late Awards). Students are eligible to apply if they meet one of the following sets of academic
requirements:

1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT (25 on the ACT)' by the March national test administration,
earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA? on the SC Uniform Grading Policy (SC UGP) at the end of
the junior year, and rank in the top six percent?® of the class at the end of either the sophomore or
the junior year;

OR

2. Score at least 1400 on the SAT (31 on the ACT)' by the March national test administration and

earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA? on the SC UGP at the end of the junior year.
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e For Late Awards, the school counselor/representative must submit the application and required
documentation to the CHE for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by June 30" of the student’s
senior year. Ifthe deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday the deadline is the preceding
Friday. High school seniors are eligible to apply if they meet one of the following sets of academic
requirements:

1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT (25 on the ACT)' by the June national test administration of the
senior year; earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA? on the SC UGP at the end of the senior year;
and, rank in the top six percent? of the class at the end of the sophomore, junior or senior year;

OR

2. Score at least 1400 on the SAT (31 on the ACT)' by the June national test administration of
the senior year and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPAZ2 on the SC UGP at the end of the
senior year.

In order to use rank as an eligibility criterion, the high school or home school association must have
a policy on rank which has been reviewed to verify compliance with the South Carolina Uniform
Grading Policy and established Regulations for the State Scholarship programs. For the PFS those
schools and home school associations that do rank as a policy, and have fewer than twenty students,
then the top two students (at the end of either the sophomore, junior, or senior academic year) regardless
of rank will be able to use rank as an eligibility criterion. If your high school or home school association
does not rank as _a policy, or the student does not meet the rank eligibility requirement, then
the student will need to use the Alternate eligibility Criteria for the State scholarship programs.

Private institutions that do not utilize the SC Uniform Grading Policy, out-of-state high schools, and
third option must contact the Commission to determine which eligibility criteria must be used
to qualify. If a school does not rank as a policy, the second eligibility criteria must be met.

SC UGP:
https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/state-accountability/uniform-grading-policy/

' See Question 1 for detailed information regarding the minimum SAT/ACT score requirements.
2 GPAs must be reported to at least two decimal places and cannot be rounded.

3 Rank is calculated by multiplying the number in class by six percent. If the result is not a whole number, then you should round it YP to
the next whole number. For example, a class size of 185 students would include the top twelve students since 11.1 rounds

up to twelve (185 x 6% = 11.1, rounded to the next whole number of12).

Frequently Asked Questions

How is the qualifying score on the SAT (and equivalent ACT score)determined?

The score on the SAT must be calculated by using the highest Math score combined with the highest
Critical Reading score. Students cannot use the Writing subsection score to meet the minimum SAT score.
Beginning with the high school graduating class of 2022, the ACT can now be Superscored. A
Superscored ACT must be calculated by using the highest English, Math, Reading and Science subject
scores and then add the four scores together. Divide the sum of the four scores by four. If needed, round to
the nearest whole number. The ACT Superscore calculator can be found here: https://cloud.e.act.org/
superscore-calculator.

When is the last SAT/ACT date used to qualify for thescholarship?
For Early Awards, test scores will be accepted through the March testadministration of the senior year.

For Late Awards, test scores will be accepted through the June national test administration of the
senior year. Students taking the June test administration date must have scores sent directly to the
Commission by designating the following codes: SAT 4313; ACT 6326.
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Students taking the June test administration date must ensure that their scores are received by the
CHE by July 31st.

Students taking the June test administration date must have their school counselor/representative complete
the electronic application by the deadline date, if they wish to be considered. School counselors/
representatives must also submit all other required documentation by the June 30" deadline and list June
test taking applicants as “pending.”

If | attend high school out-of-state, am | still eligible toapply?

Yes. Students who attend out-of-state preparatory high schools may be eligible to apply if they are
residents of South Carolina. These students are personally responsible for contacting the Commission
about the application process and must adhere to the established deadlines. In order for out-of-state
students to use their current rank as one of the eligibility criteria, the guidance counselor from the
out-of-state high school must provide the high school’s grading system to the Commission on
Higher Education. Upon review, the Commission will determine if the out-of-state high school’s
grading system is comparable to the current SC UGP.

The current rank from the out-of-state high school may be used, if the grading scales are determined to be
comparable. Ifthe grading systems are determined non-comparable, then the currentrank cannot be used. In
this case, out-of-state students must: 1) use the alternate criteria (score at least 1400 on the SAT (31 on ACT)
and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA based on the SC UGP) to qualify for the scholarship; OR 2) the
school counselor from the out-of-state school has the option of converting the cumulative GPAs of the
applicant’s entire graduating class to the current SC UGP to determine if the student ranks within the top six
percent. In addition, the school counselor must submit the ranking report that identifies all studentsin the
applicant’s class and their respective GPAs, their respective GPAs based on the SC UGP, and the SC UGP
rank. The student’s high school counselor must convert the student’s grades to the SC UGP to determine if the
student meets the minimum cumulative GPA. The conversion must be attached to the official out-of-state
transcript and the SC UGP GPA must be listed on the converted transcript. The out-of- state high school
counselor, in cooperation with the student, is responsible for submitting all required information by the
established deadline. (Note: A preparatory high school is defined as a school recognized by the state in
which the school is located to offer curricula through the twelfth grade and prepares students for college
entrance.)

SC UGP:
https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/state-accountability/uniform-grading-policy/

If home school, what criteria must | meet to be eligible to apply?

The home school association must have an established ranking policy. If the home school association
ranks as a policy, then the home school association must submit a ranking report on the association’s
letterhead that includes class rank and GPA based on the SC UGP for all home school students in the
student’s class. If using rank to be eligible to apply, students must home school through a South Carolina
recognized home school association that ranks their members. To determine if your home school
is recognized by South Carolina, please visit: https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/state-accountability/
home-schooling/. If the home school association is not recognized by South Carolina, the student
must use the Alternate Criteria of eligibility.

Students may also be eligible to apply by scoring at least 1400 on the SAT (31 on ACT) and earning
a minimum 4.0 cumulative GPA based on the SC UGP (without any regard to class rank). Students
must meet all other eligibility criteria. The home school association, in cooperation with the home school
student, is responsible for submitting all required information by the established deadline.
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How do | qualify if | attend a high school that has a small class size (less than twenty

students)?

For those schools/home school associations with fewer than twenty students in a class and that have a
policy on rank that has been determined to be in compliance, the top two students shall be considered
regardless of whether they rank in the top six percent of their class. These students must also have
scored at least 1200 on the SAT (25 on the ACT) and earned a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the SC
UGP. If a student does not rank number one or number two in the class, he/she may also qualify by
scoring at least 1400 on the SAT (31 on the ACT) and earning a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the SC
UGP (without any regard to class rank). Students must meet all other eligibility criteria.

What is the application process?

School counselors/representatives are provided application materials through the SC Guidance Counselor
Listserv. School counselors/representatives identify eligible students in their high schools who meet the
criteria of the scholarship. The school counselor/representative must submit an electronic application
through CollegeNet by the established deadline date. Additionally, school counselors/representatives
must submit the hardcopies of the required documentation to CHE on all eligible students and be
in receipt of CHE by the established deadline date. If the deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday,
or holiday the deadline is the preceding Friday. The application information is provided to
the school counselor/representative only.

The assistance of counselors is required to ensure that eligible students are given the opportunity to apply
by providing the application information to these students. Application materials must be submitted to the
CHE by the established deadlines. The Early Award deadline is April 15" and the Late Award deadline is
June 30" of the year of high school graduation*. Please contact your high school

counselor for additional information. It is the responsibility of the high school to contact the
Commission on Higher Education for application information if they have not received any
application information. *Once a student graduates high school they are no longer eligible to apply.
Additionally, a student cannot earn the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship once they graduate from high
school.

After submitting the application, when should | expectto be notified about the status
of my application?
For the Early and Late Award processes, applications will be reviewed on a continuous basis. Students will

be notified of their application status through the student’'s e-mail designated on the
electronic application. Please make sure students are also checking their spam/junk folders.

Upon notification of the conditional award, students are provided a Designation Form to complete and return
to the Commission. Students must designate the institution they plan to attend the Fall term even if they
plan on attending an out of state institution. Students must return the Scholarship Designation Form to the
CHE by the established date. Failure to submit the Designation Form by the established deadline MAY
affect scholarship fund distribution.

What is a conditional award notification?

Students who met the academic requirements for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and have been notified by

the Commission of a conditional award notification must prove both South Carolina residency
requirements AND proof of US citizenship/legal permanent resident at their eligible SC institution. If proof
of both requirements is not met, the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship will not be awarded.

Revised 10/2022



Once | have been awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, am | required to

immediately enroll incollege?

Students selected as Palmetto Fellows have the ability to take a 'Gap Year' or a 'Gap Semester' immediately
following their high school graduation. Students MUST enter an eligible SC institution no later than the fall term
one year immediately following high school graduation. For example, if a student graduated in June 2022, they
would need to enroll at an eligible SC institution no later than the Fall 2023 term in order to avoid forfeiting the
scholarship. During the 'Gap Year' or 'Gap Semester' students cannot earn and/or attempt to earn any college
credits, or the student will forfeit the scholarship. Once a student enrolls at an eligible SC institution, they
must maintain continuous full-time enrollment. If a student has a break in continuous full-time enroliment at

an eligible SC institution they will forfeit the scholarship. Students who chose to delay their initial college
enrollment (take a ‘gap year’) will be required to complete and submit a Reapplication Form to CHE upon
the time of their enrollment to determine their Palmetto Fellows eligibility. The Reapplication Form can be found
here: https://che.sc.gov/sites/che/files/Documents/General%20Public/PFS Reapplication Form-fillable-2022.pdf

If my academic major is not offered in South Carolina, can | still receive the Palmetto

Fellow Scholarship if | will attend a college located outside the State?

No. Students selected as Palmetto Fellows must enroll in an eligible SC institution, even if the student’s major is not
offered within the State. However, you may be eligible for the Academic Common Market (based on your enroliment
in an eligible academic program at participating institutions in the Southern region). Additional information
regarding this program is available at the following website:

https://che.sc.gov/academic-common-market

Am |l eligible for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship if | attend an out-of-state

institution and then transfer back to an eligible South Carolina institution?

Yes, only if you were conditionally awarded the Scholarship during your senior year and you meet the
continued eligibility requirements. Students must complete a Reapplication Form located at htips:/
che.sc.gov/sites/cheffiles/Documents/General%20Public/PFS Reapplication Form-fillable-2022.pdf. If a student
transfers mid-year, it is the responsibility of the student to complete the Reapplication Form. It is also the
responsibility of the student to make arrangements to cover tuition and fees at the transferring institution until
confirmation of the transfer request has been completed by CHE. A student must have been partof an Early or Late
Award application period during their year of graduation, determined to be a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship recipient,
and demonstrated meeting all general and continued eligibility requirements in order to receive the scholarship.

Am | eligible to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship if | complete my high

school graduation requirementsearly?

An application must be submitted during the school year you plan to graduate from high school. If awarded the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, you must enroll and begin receiving the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship no later
than the fall term immediately following high school graduation, or the student can choose to utilize a 'Gap
Year' (or semester).

¢ For seniors who graduate mid-year (December/January):
Students who graduate mid-year their senior year must apply during the early awards period. Students who
choose to attend an eligible SC institution for the spring term, may be eligible for the PFS Scholarship by
completing an Early Graduation Application at the institution they wish to attend by their established deadline.
Students who begin their initial enroliment during the spring term must earn 15 credit hours and a 3.0
cumulative institutional GPA by the end of the academic year in order to maintain eligibility for the next
academic year.
Once | have been awarded a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, are there specific criteria
| must meet in order to retaineligibility?
Yes. You must do the following to renew your Scholarship each academicyear:
e Be continuously enrolled full-time at a four-year eligible institution at the time of Scholarship disbursement;
e Earn a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA at your home institution for graduation purposes by the end of each
academic year (beginning with fall, including spring and ending with the immediately succeeding
summer);
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e Earn at least 30 non-remedial credit hours for graduation purposes by the end of each academic year
(beginning with fall, including spring and ending with immediately succeeding summer).
Exempted credit hours (i.e., AP, IB, CLEP), credit hours earned before high school graduation (i.e., dual
enrollment courses) and credit hours earned the summer term immediately following high school
graduation cannot be used to meet the annual credit hour requirement for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship;

¢ Maintain South Carolina residency as defined in applicable State statutes governing the determination of
residency for tuition and fee purposes;

e Cannot be in default or owe a refund/repayment on any state or financial aid by submitting a signed
affidavit to your college financial aid office;

o Certify that you have never been convicted of any felonies and have not been convicted of any second
or subsequent alcohol or other drug-related misdemeanor offenses within the past academic year by
submitting a signed affidavit to your college financial aid office; and

e Complete any other documentation required by your college financial aid office.

May | use exempted credit hours, credit hours earned prior to high school graduation or
credit hours earned the summer term immediately following high school graduation
toward the annual credit hour requirement?

No. Students must earn 30 non-remedial credit hours each academic year. However, for Enhancement
purposes only, these hours may be used to meet the 14 credit hours required by the end of the first
academic year.

Can | use my Palmetto Fellows Scholarship at a SC Two-Year Institution or Technical
College?

Yes. Effective for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship recipients beginning with enrollment for the Fall 2021 term. This
legislation did not grant Palmetto Fellows eligibility to students who attended a two-year institution prior to Fall
2021 and at that time chose to forfeit their Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. You can find additional information
here:

https://che.sc.gov/sites/che/files/Documents/General%20Public/PFS and LIFE 2 Year Memo May 2021.pdf

Can | use my Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for a summer term?

Yes. A student would need to demonstrate meeting the continued eligibility requirements as stated above by the
end of the spring term. Additional enroliment requirements for a summer term must be met in order for a student
to receive the Scholarship.

Please contact the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Coordinator in the Financial Aid Office at your home
institution to discuss your specific summer term Scholarship eligibility.

What happens if | am convicted of an alcohol or other drug-related misdemeanor

offense?

Students who have been adjudicated delinquent or have been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to their
first alcohol or other drug-related misdemeanor offense will be held harmless and their Scholarship eligibility
will not be affected. However, any second or subsequent alcohol or other drug-related misdemeanor
offense will make you ineligible for the Scholarship for one academic year after the adjudication,
conviction, or plea occurred. Scholarship eligibility will be forfeited the next academic year (fall and spring
terms) immediately following the second or subsequent conviction(s).

What happens if | am convicted of afelony?
Students who have been convicted of a felony are no longer eligible to receive the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship or the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.

Revised 10/2022


https://che.sc.gov/sites/che/files/Documents/General%20Public/PFS_and_LIFE_2_Year_Memo_May_2021.pdf

If | am mobilized/deployed by the military, will | lose my eligibility for the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship?

The terms you are mobilized/deployed will not count against the maximum terms of eligibility. You are required
to re-enroll at an eligible four-year institution within twelve months upon being demobilized. You are
also required to provide official documentation to verify your military mobilization to your college financial aid
office. (Note: Military mobilization is defined as any situation in which the U.S. Department of Defense orders
members of the United Stated Armed Forces to active duty away from their normal duty assignment during a
time of war or national emergency).

What requirements must I meetin order to renew my Palmetto Fellows Scholarship if |
qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973?

Students who qualify under the ADA must register with their college accessibility services office. The
Disability Services Officer must provide written documentation to the office of financial aid before the
start of each academic year. The documentation should include at a minimum whether the student has
been approved to be enrolled less than full-time or earn less than the required thirty credit hours per year.
In order to renew the Scholarship each academic year, the student must complete the required number of
hours approved by the college Disability Services Provider and earn a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA at the
home institution for graduationpurposes.

What happens if my cumulative GPA falls below a 3.0 or I don’t earn thirty credit

hours by the end of the academic year?

Students have the opportunity to increase their GPA by the end of the academic year (summer term).
Students must attend their home institution if they intend to increase their GPA in the summer. Students may
attend another eligible institution if they wish to increase their credit hours provided that their home institution
will accept the credit hours for graduation purposes.

If the continued eligibility requirements are not maintained, you forfeit continued participationin the program and
your Scholarship will be discontinued. However, if a legitimate extenuating circumstance affected your ability to
meet the renewal requirements, you may submit an appeal by the established deadline. Appeals must be
submitted immediately following your notification of failing to meet the renewal requirements. Applications for
appeal may be obtained from the Commission on Higher Education’s web site at:
https://che.sc.gov/student-scholarship-appeals.

If  need to drop a class for the term, will | automatically lose the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship?

No. As long as you are enrolled full-time at the time of scholarship disbursement, you have until the end of the
academic year (including the immediately succeeding summer) to complete the required thirty credit hours.
However, before dropping any class(es), you should contact the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Coordinator at your college financial aid office. Due to varying refund periods at each college, you may
berequiredto repay funds you received based on thedate you dropped below full- time status.

Can luse my Palmetto Fellows Scholarship to study abroad, co-op or to participate in an
internship or exchangeprogram?

Yes. You may be eligible to receive Scholarship funds if the program is approved by your college and is
accepted by your college as full-time transfer credit.

Although you will not receive Scholarship funds, you may participate in a program that is approved by
your college but is not eligible for full-time transfer credit. However, you are not allowed to
participate in any programs that are not approved by your college. Please contact the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Coordinator at your college financial aid office for further information.
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How do | transfer my Palmetto Fellows Scholarship from one eligible college to

another eligible college within SouthCarolina?

You will need to complete the In-State Transfer Form, which is available online at:
https://che.sc.gov/sites/che/files/Documents/General%20Public/In-state Transfer Form-fillable-2022.pdf

Transfers must receive prior approval from the Commission on Higher Education. Palmetto Fellows cannot receive
funding for more than eightterms at all eligible colleges and the continued eligibility requirements must be
maintained.

If a student transfers mid-year, it is the responsibility of the student to complete the In-State Transfer Form. It
is also the responsibility of the student to make arrangements to cover tuition and fees at the
transferring institution until confirmation of the transfer request has been completed by CHE.

If I graduate early from college (before using the eight terms of Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship funding), can | use the remaining funds toward another bachelor’s

degree or a graduate degree?

No. In the event of early graduation, the Scholarship is discontinued and all remaining terms are forfeited.
Additionally, the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship cannot be applied to a second bachelor's degree or
to graduate coursework. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship can be prorated for the student's final term of
enrollment immediately prior to graduation.

Can | receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship in combination with the LIFE or SC

HOPE Scholarship?

No. If you are receiving a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, you cannot receive the LIFE or SC HOPE
Scholarship within the same academic year. However, if you lose your Palmetto Fellows Scholarship at the end
of the year, you may be eligible to earn the LIFE Scholarship the next academic year.

Am | eligible to receive Lottery Tuition Assistance during the summer of the same

academic year | receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship?

No. If you are receiving a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, you cannot receive Lottery Tuition Assistance
during the same academic year. For example, if you are awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship during the
fall and spring terms, then you are not eligible to receive Lottery Tuition Assistance during the
immediately succeeding summer at a two-year or technical college.

Can | earn the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship once | have started college?

No. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship must be awarded during the senior year of high school. However, the
LIFE Scholarship may be earned after starting college. Please review the requirements for earning the LIFE
Scholarship on page three of the LIFE Scholarship Q & A document on the Commission’s web site at:
https://che.sc.gov/sites/che/files/Documents/General%20Public/FAQ-LIFE-3 2021.pdf

For more information about the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, pleasecontact:
Ms. Kathryn Harris

kharris@che.sc.gov

PHONE: 803-856-0738

General inquiries can be sent to: Scholarships@che.sc.gov

Although information is accurate when provided, please note that the information is
subject to change based on new legislation. Information will be updated asnecessary.

The Commission also provides a news release to all major newspapers in South Carolina regarding the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship and application deadlines for the current graduating class. Students who are enrolled at an out-of-state high school
are personally responsible for contacting the Commission about the application process and must adhere to the same
deadlines.
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Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

What is the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement?

The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement was established during the 2007 legislative session and is a
merit-based incentive for Palmetto Fellows to major in mathematics and science. Palmetto Fellows are not
eligible for the Enhancement during their freshman year. Palmetto Fellows may become eligible for the
Enhancement beginning with their sophomore year and continuing through their senior year. The annual
award amount for students receiving both the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Scholarship Enhancement
cannot exceed $10,000 (total amount of combined funds from $7,500 Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and
$2,500 Enhancement) per year. Half of the Enhancement is awarded in the fall term and half in the spring. The
Enhancement must be applied directly toward the cost of attendance, less any other gift aid received. Assuming
continued eligibility, Palmetto Fellows may receive Enhancement funding for a maximum of six consecutive
terms of full-time study toward the first bachelor’'s degree at an eligible four-year institution in South Carolina.
Palmetto Fellows may receive Enhancement funding for up to eight consecutive terms of full-time study toward
the first approved five-year bachelor’s degree or first 3 + 2 program.

Purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement:
¢ Increase the number of students in South Carolina who major in science and mathematics

Frequently Asked Questions

Is an application required to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship

Enhancement?

No. Palmetto Fellows are not required to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. The
student’s home institution will review a student’s transcript to determine if the student met the 14 credithour
requirement in their first academic year and if they are enrolled in an eligible major at the home institution. If the
student is determined Enhancement eligible the institution will automatically award the Enhancement beginning
not sooner than the second academic year of college enroliment if the eligibility requirements are met.

What are the initial eligibility requirements for receiving the Enhancement?
Palmetto Fellows must successfully complete at least 14 credit hours of instruction in mathematics or life and
physical sciences or a combination of both by the end of their freshman year.

Additionally, all Palmetto Fellows must enroll full-time and degree seeking in a declared major in
mathematics or science that has been approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission on Higher
Education. Eligibility for Enhancement funds begins with the sophomore/second year and continues
through the senior year (not eligible for the Enhancement the first year). Students must meet the continued
eligibility requirements for the underlying Palmetto Fellows Scholarship to be eligible for Enhancement funds.

What courses can be used to meet the fourteen credit hours required by the end of

my freshman year?

To meet the required fourteen credit hours by the end of the first academic year, please refer to the list of
approved courses on the Commission’s web site at:
https://che.sc.gov/life-and-palmetto-fellows-math-and-science-scholarship-enhancements

Additionally, the following credit hours may be used to meet the fourteen credit hours required at the end of the
freshman year for Enhancement purposes only:
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1) Exempted credit hours (i.e., AP, IB, CLEP); 2) credit hours earned while in high school (dual
enrollment); 3) credit hours earned during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s initial college
enrollmentin fall, and; 4) Pass/fail courses with a grade of “Pass” only.

What mathematics and science majors are eligible for the Palmetto Fellows

Scholarship Enhancement?
A list of declared majors by institution is available on the Commission’s website and can be found here:
https://che.sc.gov/life-and-palmetto-fellows-math-and-science-scholarship-enhancements

What eligibility requirements must | meet to continue receiving Enhancement funds?

In order to maintain the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, Palmetto Fellows must continue to declare
an approved major, meet the institution’s criteria for satisfactory academic progress in that major and meet all
continued eligibility requirements for the underlying Palmetto Fellows Scholarship.

What happens if | fail to meet the continued eligibility requirements for the

Enhancement?

If the continued eligibility requirements are not maintained, you forfeit continued participation and
Enhancement funding will be discontinued. You may still receive the underlying Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship if you have maintainedeligibility.

If you also lose eligibility for the underlying Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, you may submit an appeal by the
October deadline if a legitimate extenuating circumstance affected your ability to meet the renewal
requirements (for additional information, please see question seventeen in the Q & A for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship provided above). However, students are not eligible to appeal solely for loss of their
Enhancement funds.

For more information about the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, please
contact:

Ms. Kathryn Harris
kharris@che.sc.gov
PHONE: 803-856-0738

General inquiries can be sent to: Scholarships@che.sc.gov

Although information is accurate when provided, please note that the information is
subject to change based on new legislation. Information will be updated as necessary.
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